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N
OS gustarfa agradecerle el inten§s que han expresado al enviar articulos e informacion y nos gustarfa 

que mas personas nos escribieran. Dialogo es un foro para el debate sobre temas y eventos mil
ita res que afectan la region. 

Volorizomos enormemente su opoyo en este esfuerzo. 

Estamos solicitando artfculos para los proximos ejemplares.
 

Algunas sugerencias para el tipo de artfculos que nos interesan se encuentran a continuacion:
 

• Analisis de ejercicios recientes, mejores prckticas, pensamientos, etc. 
• Perspectivas espedficas del comando sobre temas regionales 
• Comentarios sobre eventos en la historia militar 

Reiteramos, si usted tiene algun tema que Ie interese, no dude en comunicarse conmigo en la direccion 
electronica que aparece abajo para hablar sobre sus ideas. Si tiene algun articulo, imagen 0 comentario 

que desee enviar, sirvase enviarlo a dialogo@hq.southcom.mil, para una posible publicaclon. 

Esta edicion que incluye el calendario, y se concentra en UNITAS y el impacto que se ha tenido en toda el 

area de operaciones.
 

En breve, estaremos dando la bienvenida a un nuevo Comandante y a un nuevo ana.
 

Todo 10 que hacemos deja un impacto y se agradecen todas sus contribuciones.
 

Patricia C. Guerra 

Editor 
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Toctuga apoya las ( USHAVSORetadonesPUblicas 

opf?rC'c:lones, df? bO!»quf?d~ LJ res,c:~tf? 

Mayport, Florida.- EI barco de 
asalto anfibio USS TortugQ 
sirvi6, el sabado en la 

manana, como comandante en la 
escena en la busqueda de vfctimas 
desaparecidas de un naufragio a 25 
millas al oeste de Puerto Rico. 

EI TortugQ respondi6 al lIamado 
de emergencia y lIeg6 al lugar 
donde las unidades del Servicio de 
Guardacostas de los Estados Unidos 
habran rescatado de las aguas a 91 
naufragos cuya nave se habfa vol. 
cado. A su lIegada, el Tortuga 
asumi6 los deberes de comandante 
en la escena de los esfuerzos de 
busqueda y rescate de las vktimas 
desaparecidas, coordinando todos 
los recursos, estableciendo padrones 
de bUsqueda y sirviendo como 
plataforma de reabastecimiento de 
combustible para los helic6pteros 
del Servicio de Guardacostas que 
apoyaban la operaci6n. 

EI TortugQ lanz6 dos botes 
inflables de casco rfgido (RHIB) y una 
unidad de desembarco (LCU) para 
unirse ados helic6pteros HH-65 del 
Servicio de Guardacostas y un 
Hercules C-130, en fa busqueda de 
las vfctimas desaparecidas. Uno de 
los RHIBs tambien traslad6 ados 
naufragos heridos al Tortuga para 
que recibieran atenci6n medica. 

Lamentablemente, despues de 
varias horas de intensa busqueda, 
buzos del Departamento de Polida de 
Puerto Rico encontraron los cuerpos 
de los tres miufragos que faltaban. 

EI TortugQ parti6 hacia su puerto 
de origen en Norfolk, Virginia, el 7 
de Junio y actualmente opera en el 
area de responsabilidad de las 
Fuerzas Navales del Comando Sur de 
los Estados Unidos, donde partici
para en ejercicios bilaterales con 
fuerzas navales de la Republica 
Dominicana y en la fase anfibia del 
ejercicio multinacional de UNITAS. 
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EI suboficjal de primera dose Hikita Bibbs (de Houston, Texas) del TOftugo entretiene 0 algunos de los 
ninos del pueblo can equipo de m~ico yIrolo de comunica~ can ellos en castellano. Morineros sudameri· 
canas yde 10 Morino de los Eslodos Unidos que porticipan en UNITAS 45-04, reunidos en el polio de uno 
escuela, efectuaron reparaciones yentregaron dallOdones a10 genIe del pueblo. EI ejerticio de esle ana 
marco 10 primera fuse onfibia multinational can participaciOn de 11 paises. (Foto de 10 Morioo de los 
fstados Vnidos, por HCFC Kristen Thorstenson). (Pub/kodo) 

E1 Comondonte Browyn Richards, medico 0 bordo del Tortuga explico el pion de Iralamienlo medico 0 10 
modre del pocienle. EI Grumele 0 corgo del olmacen, Daniel Silvo, tombiim del Tortugo, Iroduce los 
instrucciones del comondonle 01 castellono paro 10 modre del padente, para ayudor 0odaror el pion de 
Iratomienlo. (Foto de 10 Morina de los fs/odas Unidos, por HCFC Kristen Thorstenson) (Pub/ieodo) 
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Fuerzas Navales y de la Infanterfa 
de Marina de Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Ecuador, la Republica 

Dominicana, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay 
y Estados Unidos y observadores de 
Mexico, ejecutaron el primer asalto 
anfibio multinacional en Salinas, Peru, 
el 4 de julio, 

EI asalto es parte de la fase anfibia 
de UNITAS 45-04, cuyo pals anfitrion 
es Peru y patrocinada por el coman
dante de las Fuerzas Navales del 
Camando Sur de los Estados Unidos. 

"EI objeto de Unitas 2004 es 
ejercitar nuestra capacidad de trabajo 

Ellonzomiento de un zodiac lonzado de5de 10 

wbierta del borco peruono de desemborco R.A.P. 
Colloo (DT·143) durante eJ ejercieio de 050110 

onfibio mas grande en el UN HAS con ~merieo 
lotino 45·04, el4 de junio de 2004. (Folo de /0 
Morino tie /05 ESludos Unitlos, por el Period/stu 
Jefe (SW/AW) Dove F/iesen) (Pub/feoda) 

dentro de una coalici6n," explic6 el 
Tte. Col. Glenn Smith, oficial de 
mando, Fuerzas de Infanterfa de 
Marina Unitas. 

EI ejercicio de asalto anfibio es un 
perfecto ejemplo del nuevo Unitas. 
Dos batallones multinacionales com
puestos por mas de 900 Infantes de 
Marina ejecutaron el asalto. EI 
primer batall6n fue comandado por 
el Capitan de Corbeta peruano 
Gaetano Guevara e inclufa pelotones 
de Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 
Paraguay, Peru y observadores de 
Mexico, EI segundo batallon era 



Comandos peruanos se aproximon a 10 playo de Salinos en un zodiac duronte el UNITAS 45-04 en Salinos, Peru, 4de julio de 2004. (Foto de 10 Marina de los Estados 
Unic/os por el Periodisfa Jefe (SW/AW) Dove Fliesen) (Publicodo) 

Un vehiculo onlibio de osalto (AAV) sole del aguo para recoger 0 Infantes de Morino de Estados Unidos, Argentino, 10 Republica Oomi./licono, Ecuador yPeru ejecutondo 
un ejercicio onfibio conjunlo en opoyo de UNITAS 45-04, Solinas, Peru, 4de julio de 2004. UNITAS 45·04 es un ejercicio ooual que promueve 10 cooperncion entre los 
fuenas novales y10 Infante ria de Morino de Eslodos Unidos, el (aribe ySudamerico. (Foto de let Marina de los Estodos Unidos por el JSC R. David Valdez) (Publicoc/o) 
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comandado par el Teniente Coronel 
Smith e incluia pelotones de la 
Republica Dominicana, Ecuador, 
Peru y Estados Unidos. 

La primera ola de Infantes de 
Marina y unidades de operaciones 
especiales del Ejercito y la Marina 
peruanas lIeg6 par mar y aire para 
despejar la playa de explosivQs escon
didos, mientras un avi6n F/ A- 18 
Hornet del portaaviones del Ala Aerea 
(CWV) 11, operando desde el USS 
Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), Y aviones 
A- 37 de la Fuerza Aerea peruana 
ofredan apoyo aereo de cerca. 

Luego los Vehkulos Anfibios de 
Asalto (AAVs) lanzados desde el 
Tortuga lIegaron a la costa para 
destruir posiciones enemigas y ofre
cer apoyo de fuego al desembarco 
del resto de la fuerza multinacional, 
que desplego a bordo de botes 
"zodiac" desde tres barcos peruanas. 

EI desembarco anfibio es una gran 
demostraci6n de la capacidad que 
hemos desarrollado al trabajar juntos 
- dija el Contraalmirante Vinson 
Smith, comandante, Fuerza de Tarea 
138, fuerzas navales de las Americas 
• este no es solamente el primer 
asalto anfibio multinacional efectu
ado en America Latina, sino tambien 
el primer ejercicio conjunto que 
incorpora a la Marina peruana como 
fuerza opositora, y la Fuerza Aerea 
peruana apoy6 el asalto can su 
poder de ataque. 

EI asalto prepar6 la escena para 
un problema mas amplio de una 
batalla de cuatro dras que tenia 
como fin demostrar 10 que el 
Cuerpo de Infanterfa de Marina 
llama "guerra de tres bloques." EI 
primer bloque es el desembarco 
anfibio para colocar las fuerzas en 
tierra y tamar una cabeza de playa, 
can el segundo bloque dirigido a 
asegurar la cabeza de playa y colo
car fuerzas y equipos adicionales en 
tierra para estabililar el area local. EI 
"tercer bloque" marca la transici6n 
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Inrontes de Morino emborcan en un vehiculo onfibio de asolto {AAV} junto (on Infantes de Morino de 
Estodos Unidos, Argentino, 10 Republica Dominicono, Ecuador y Peru pora porlicipor en un ejercicio onfibio 
wnjunta en opoyo de UNITAS 45·04, Salinos, Peru, 4de julio de 2004. (Foto de /0 Morino de los Es/ados 
Unidos par e/ J5( R. David Valdez) (Pub/ieodo) 

Instructores peruonos demuestron aun Infante de Morino de Bolivia como usor ellonzogronodos M2·03, 
como porte de UHITAS 45-04. En Quebrada Inocente, Peru, 26 de junio de 2004. (Foto de fa Marina de 
Estados Unidos par el P5( (SW) Hueming MuiJ (Pub/kado) 

de una operaci6n agresiva a una 
de mantenimiento de la paz y 
asistencia humanitaria. 

La fase anfibia de UNITAS involu
cra 22 barcos, 21 aeronaves y mas 
de 7,000 personas que lIevan a cabo 
operaciones en la selva y el Iitoral y 
ofrecen apoyo. EI ejercicio ha sido 
disenado para mejorar la capacidad 
de las fuerzas para operar en coali
ci6n, enfocandose en las operaciones 
de mantenimiento de la paz y asis
tencia humanitaria. 

Desde 1959, UNITAS ha desem
penado un papel fundamental para 
mejorar las relaciones de trabajo 
entre las fuerzas navales de Estados 
Unidos y de America Latina. Este 
ejercicio sirve para promover la amis
tad y el entendimiento entre los par
ticipantes y los pueblos al mismo 
tiempo que se concentra en animar 
a las naciones a que hagan frente a 
sus amenazas comunes y contem
plen respuestas multilaterales. 
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WELCOME TO AMERICAS NET By visiting http://www.reddelasamericas.net 
you access the Red de Las Americas 
Website, The Southern Command 
Information Link, and The Journal of the 
Americas all From ane site. 

Available on these sites are: 

• Official U.S.G. statements regarding 
policy and vision in the Region. 

• Official U.S.G. reactions to key daily 
events and activities. 

•	 Information on the War on Terrorism in 
the Americas and around the globe. 

•	 Economic policies affecting the Region. 

• Counter-drug policies and efforts. 

•	 Political statements and p'olicies which 
are significant andlor of interest to 
the AOR. 

• Military updates, including Department 
of Defense-related releases. 

•	 AOR news updated daily 

What's more, there is a 
searchable database by category, 
going back a year, so you can 
customize searches on spedfic 
topics of interest. 

Additionally, the site is interactive. 
You can provide feedback on 
articles, request additional 
information, or even rrovide links 
to related sources. AI you need to 
access the articles is a valid email 
address where you can receive 
notification of updates. 

All of this information is 
available in both English and 
Spanish. 
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The Forum of the Americas: Dialogo is a 

professional military magazine published 

quarterly by the Commander of the 

United States Southern Command as an 

international forum for military personnel 

in Latin America. 

The opinions expressed in this magazine do 

not necessarily represent the policies or points 

of view of this command nor of any other 

agency of the United States Government. 

We welcome letters to the editor. We 

appreciate your opinions about Dialogo 

and the articles in this issue. Please 

address your letters to Dialogo, United 

States Southern Command, 3511 NW 

91 st Avenue, Miami, Florida 33172, U.S.A. 

Some articles have been edited because 

of space limitations. Unless otherwise 

indicated, photographs were obtained 

from the United States military. 

Reproduction or publication of articles 

from Dialogo is permitted. The editor 

requests notification of such use and a 

copy of the published article. Note, how

ever, that 10 reproduce or rewrite articles 

in Dialogo lhat are copyrighted, you will 

need to obtain permission from the 

onginal source. 

The Secrelary ot De:fe:rlSQ has l1elerrnlned rr.9t pubhcal10n 
ollhLs magaZine ,s necessary lor conQuellng public busl· 
ness as required of \!1Q O@partmenr of D~~eI18e by law. 
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W
e would like to thank you for the interest that you have expressed in submitting articles and 

information, but we still would like to hear from more of you. DiaJogo is a forum for debate and 
discussion about military issues and events that affect our region. 

We value your support in this endeavor 

We are soliciting papers for upcoming issues.
 

Some suggestions for the types of articles we are interested in:
 

• Analysis of recent exercises, best practices, thoughts, etc.; 

• Command-specific perspectives on regional issues; 

• Commentaries on events in Military History. 

Again, if you have a topic you are interested in, please feel free to contact me at the e-mail provided 
below to discuss your ideas. If you have any articles, images or commentaries to submit please send them 

to dialogo@hq.southcom.mil, for possible publication. 

In this calendar issue we are focusing on UNITAS and the impact that we have made throughout 

the AOR.
 

Soon we will be welcoming a new Commander and beginning a new year.
 

Everything we do makes an impact and all of your efforts are greatly appreciated.
 

Patricia C. Guerra 

Editor 

Dia/ogo: Winter 20042 



Toctuga Supports COMUSNAYSD Public Affairs 

SAR Ope:afCltion 

Mayport, Fla.- The amphibi
ous assault ship USS Tortuga 
served Saturday morning as 

the on-scene commander for search 
efforts for the missing victims of a 
ship wreckage 25 miles west of 
Puerto Rico. 

Tortuga responded to the emer
gency call and arrived at the site, 
where U.S. Coast Guard units had 
recovered from the water 91 
migrants whose vessel had capsized. 
Upon arrival Tortuga assumed duties 
as the on-scene commander of the 
search and rescue efforts for unac
counted victims, coordinating all 
assets, establishing search patterns 
and serving as refueling platform for 
U.S. Coast Guard helicopters sup
porting the operation. 

USS Tortuga launched two Rigid
Hull Inflatable Boats (RHIB) and one 
Landing Craft Unit (LCU) to join two 
U.S. Coast Guard HH-65 helicopters 
and one Hercules C-130 in the 
search for the missing victims. One 
of the RHIBs also transferred two 
injured migrants to Tortuga for 
medical attention. 

Sadly after several hours of 
intense search, the bodies of the 
three missing migrants were found 
by divers from the Puerto Rican 
Police Department. 

USS Tortuga departed its home
port of Norfolk, Va., June 7 and its 
currently operating in the U.S. Naval 
Forces Southern Command area of 
responsibility where it will participate 
in bilateral exercises with naval 
forces from Dominican Republic and 
in the multinational naval exercise 
UNITAS amphibious phase. 

Dla/ogo: Winter 2004 

Boatswain mate first dass pel1y officer Hikita Bibbs (from Houston, lX) from the amphibious dod< land
ing ship, USS Tortuga (LSD 46) entertains some of the children from the village with h~ cd player and 
tries communicating in Span~h with them. South American and u.s. Havy soilors participating in UNITAS 
45·04 united in a local village school and playground made repairs and delivered donations to the peo
ple of the village. Th~ year's exercise morks the first multi-notional amphibious phase with participation 
from 11 countries. (U.S. Navy photo by Hospital Corpsman 1st (lass Kristen Thorstenson) (ReJeasecJ) 

Commander Browyn Richard~, a ph~ician aboard the amphibious dock landing ship USS Tortuga (LSD 
46) explain~ medical treatment plan 10 the patient's mother. Seamon ~torekeeper Daniel Silva also 
from USS Tortugo translates the commanders' instrudion~ to the mother in Spanish to help clarify 
treatmenl plan. (U.S. Navy photo by Hospital Corpsman 1st Closs Kristen Thorstenson) (Re/eosed) 
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Naval and Marine Corps Forces 
from Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Ecuador, Dominican 

Republic, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay 
and the United States, and 
observers from Mexico conducted 
the first multinational amphibious 
assault in Salinas, Peru, July 4. 

The assault is part of UNITAS 45
04 Amphibious Phase, which is 
hosted by Peru and sponsored by 
Commander U.S. Naval Forces 
Southern Command. 

"The point of Unitas 2004 is to 

Azodiac boot is launched from 1he lonk deck of 
Peruvian tonk landing ship B.A.P. Colloo {01
1431 during the largest amphibious assoult 
ex.ercise in Latin Americo UNITAS 45·04 on July 
4, 2004. (U.s. Navy photo by (hief Journalist 

coalition environment," explained 
Lt. Col. Glenn Smith, commanding 
officer, Marine Forces Unitas. 

The amphibious assault exercise 
offers a perfect example of the new 
Unitas. Two multinational battalions 
comprised of more than 900 
Marines conducted the assault. The 
15t battalion was commanded by 
Peruvian Lt. Cmdr. Gaetano 
Guevara and included platoons 
from Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, 
Paraguay, Peru and observers from 
Mexico. The 2nd battalion was 

exercise the capability to work in a (SW/AW) Dove Fliesen) (Released) commanded by Lt. Col. Smith and 



Peruvian (omondos opproo(h the beach of Salinos in a lodio( boat during UNITAS 45-04 in Salinas, Peru, July 4, 2004. (U.S. Navy photo by Chief Journalist (SW/AWJ 
Dove F/iesen) (Released) 

An amphibiOUS ossoul1 vehicle (MV) rolls out of the wo1er to pick up Marines Irom the United Stoles, Argentino, the Dominicon Republic, Ecuodor and Peru condu(ting a 
joint amphibious exercise in suppon 0/ UNITAS 45·04, Salinas, Peru, July 4, 2004. UN ITAS 45·04 is ayeorly exercise that promotes cooperation between the Navies 
and Morine forces of the United States, the Caribbeon and South Americo. (U.S. Navy photo by Journalist 2nd (/ass R. David Valdez) (Released) 
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included platoons from the 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Peru 
and the United States. 

The first wave of Marines and 
Peruvian Army and Navy special 
operations units arrived by sea and air 
to clear the beach from hidden 
explosives, while F/A-18 Hornet air
craft from Carrier Air Wing (ON./) 11, 
operating from USS Ronald Reagan 
(CVN 76), and Peruvian Air Force A
37 provided close air support. 

Then the Amphibious Assault 
Vehicles (AAVs) launched from USS 
Tortuga (LSD 46) arrived to shore to 
destroy enemy positions and pro
vide fire support to the disembark of 
the rest of the multinational force, 
which deployed aboard zodiacs 
from three Peruvian ships. 

"This amphibious landing is a 
great demonstration of the capabili
ties we have developed by working 
together," said Rear Adm. Vinson 
Smith, commander, Task Force 138, 
the naval forces of the Americas. 
"This is not only the first multina
tional amphibious assault ever con
ducted in Latin America, but it is 
also the first joined exercise incorpo
rating the Peruvian Army as opposi
tion force, and the Peruvian Air 
Force supported the assault with 
their strike power." 

The assault set the stage for a 
broader four-day battle problem 
intended to demonstrate what the 
Marine Corps calls the "three block 
war./f The first block is amphibious 
landing to move forces ashore and 
seize a beachhead, with the sec
ond block aimed at securing the 
beachhead and moving additional 
forces and goods ashore to stabi· 
lize the local area. "Block three" 
marks a transition from aggressive 
operations to peacekeeping and 
humanitarian assistance. 

UNITAS amphibious phase 
involves 22 ships, 21 aircraft and 
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Marines load lhem,elves into on amphibious ossauh vehichle (AAVl alongside Marines from the Uniled 
Slates, Argenlina, lhe Oomini<on Republic, Ecuador and Peru to participate in a joint amphibiou, exerci,e 
in support of UNITAS 45·04, Salinas, Peru, July 4, 2004. (U.S. Navy photo by Journalisl 2nd (foss/? 
David Valdez) (/?e/eased) 

Peruvian instructors teach aMorine from Bolivia how to use the M2·03 grenade launcher as port 01 UNI
TAS 45-04 AT Quebrada Inocenta, Peru, June 26, 2004. {U.S. Navy photo by Photographer's Mute 2nd 
(foss (SW) Hueming MuiJ (Released] 

more than 7,000 people conducting 
jungle, littoral operations and pro
viding support. The exercise is 
designed to improve the ability of 
the forces to operate as coalition 
with focus in peace keeping and 
humanitarian assistance operations. 

Since 1959 UNITAS has been 
instrumental in improving work
ing relationships among U.S. and 

Latin American naval forces. 
Promoting friendship and under
standing between participants 
and peoples, this year's exercise 
focuses on engaging nations to 
face their common threats and 
devise multilateral responses. 
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